Bloody Monday

Monday April 10 will be remembered as a sad day in Gambia’s history. On this day, at least 16 people were killed, property was vandalised, cars were smashed and police officers assaulted.

It all began when students from all levels of education gathered under the leadership of the Gambia Students Union. They were demonstrating against what they called the « slow pace » of justice in the prosecution of fire brigade officers, alleged to have caused the death of one student, Ebrahima Barry, and the prosecution of an unidentified uniformed officer accused of raping a 13 year-old girl.

The Department of State was aware of the planned demonstration and issued a press release warning students against staging a strike, it underlined that no attempts to disturb the peace would be tolerated. The executive members of the Gambia Students Union were invited to the Department, where they were briefed on the government’s efforts to speedy prosecute the alleged errant officers.

Despite the state warning, students gathered at the Gambia Technical Training Institute bearing placards and shouting a chant, « we are hot, very, very hot », according to reports, they planned to begin their demonstration peacefully.

A contingent of paramilitary officers arrived on the scene and cautioned the students to call off the demonstration. The students, who refused to comply, began throwing stones when the paramilitary officers barred their way. The officers reacted by firing shots in the air. 

There was pandemonium; some of the students ran amok, while others began battling with the armed forces. There were tense moments as students attacked cars and accosted government officials, including the chief of staff of the Gambia Armed Forces. Armed Police and Paramilitary forces tried to control the students. It is not yet clear how control was lost but violence was unleashed on an unprecedented scale.

As things settled down, it became clear that at least 12 people had been killed and 28 more lay wounded in hospitals and health facilities in and around Banjul, 15 among this number were students. Radio journalist, Omar Barrow of the privacy owned Radio Station-Radio SUD FM. was among the dead.

The government reacted by stating that all schools and tertiary institutions would be closed with immediate effect until later notice. The press release also advised parents to keep their children at home and wait for further instructions from the country’s Department for State Education.
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Reading Comprehension (08 marks)
Contextual reference: what or who do the following words refer to in the text? (1.5 marks)
It (par.3) “...a strike, it stressed...” =..............................................................................
They (par.4) “...to reports, they planned...” =...............................................................

This number (par.7) “...among this number were…” = …………………………….
Vocabulary: Find in the text equivalents for the following words (1.5 marks)
Informed (par.3) = …………………………………………

Stop (par.5) = ………………………………………………..
Chaos (par.6) = ………………………………………………
True or false? Justify with specific sentences from the text (02.5 marks)
Only university students were involved in the demonstration.

……………………………………………………………………………………….......................…

The gathering was unauthorised.

………………………………………………………………………………………….......................
No talk took place between the students and the administrative officials.

………………………………………………………………………………………..........................
The students did not take care of the warnings.

…………………………………………………………………………………………......................
A reporter from Sud Quotidien was killed during the demonstration.

…………………………………………………………………………………………......................
Information transfer: According to the text, there were two pending cases in justice. Read the text and fill in the box (02 marks)
	Questions 
	Case n°1
	Case n°2

	The accusation
	Killing

	...........................................................
........................................................



	The accused 


	................................................
................................................
	..........................................................
........................................................

	The victim


	................................................
................................................
	A 13 year-old girl


Complete the sentence meaningfully according to the text (0.5 mark)
The students would not have demonstrated if .........................................................
.....................................................................................................................................................

Communicative Competence (06 marks)
Read about the situations and react using the prompts (01 mark)
Situation 1: there are many strikes in the schools.
Unless............................................................................................................................................
Situation 2: As a reaction to the strike, the government closed the schools
If.........................................................................................................................................................
Situation 3: The authorities wanted to protect the officers.
If only ...............................................................................................................................................
Reformulation: Rewrite the sentences without changing their meanings. (01.5 marks)
It’s sure that the government didn’t try to solve the problem.
The government.....................................................................................................................
Brigade officers are alleged to have caused the death of one student.
People........................................................................................................................................
It was not necessary for the students to throw stones
The students................................................................................................................................
Verb tense: A journalist is reporting the demonstration. Complete his comments with the correct tense and form of the verbs in brackets. (01.5 marks)
The students ……………………………………………. (demonstrate) for three days now. At this moment, the government ………………………………….. (negotiate) with their delegates. According to a governmental release, steps ………………………………………………. (take) to solve the problems.
Word derivation: Complete the sentences using the correct forms of the words in brackets. (01.5 marks)
The student’s executive members were called for a ....................................... (brief). The government assured that they are working on the ................................................ (allege). But the students marched and it resulted in the ....................................... (dead) of 12 persons and a journalist.
Writing (06 marks)
Topic 1: Write a letter to comfort the president of the Gambian Students Union after you have read about the events. (Start this way: Dear fellow student…)

Topic 2: After the events, you had a discussion with one student who took part in the demonstration in which you wanted to know what happened during the demonstration. Write your conversation (150 words)
!!!GOOD LUCK!!!
